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Placet impares 
Formas atque animos fub juga abenea 
Sevo mittere cum joco. Hor. 





WEA HOUGH I fhall not as yet vouchfafe 
BEM to let the reader fo far into my {ecrets, 
: as to inform him whether I am. married 
or fingle, it may not be amifs to ac- 
quaint him, that fuppofing I ftill remain 
a batchelor, it has not been the fault of 
my friends or relations. On the contrary, as foon as I 
was what they call fettled in the world, they were fo 
affiduous in looking out for a wife for me, that nothing 
Vou. Il. 5K wae 
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was required on my part, but immediately to fall in 
love with the lady they had pitched upon: and could 
I have complied with their feveral choices, I fhould 
have been married at the fame time to a tall and a fhort, 
a plump and a flender, a young and an old woman ; 
one with a great deal of money, and another with none 


at all: each of whom were feparately recommended 
by them as the propereft perfon in the world for me. 


I know not how it happens, but it is notorious, that 
moft people take a pleafure in making matches; either 
thinking matrimony a ftate of blifs, into which they 
would charitably call all their friends and acquaintance; 
or perhaps ftruggling in ‘the toils, they are defirous of 
catching others in the net that enfnared them. Many 
matches have been brought about between two-perfons 
abfolute ftrangers to each other, through this kind 
mediation of our friends, who are always ready to take 
upon them the office of an honourable go-between. 
Some have come together merely from having been 
talked of by their acquaintance as likely to make a 
match; and I have known a couple, who have met 
by accident at an horfe-race, or danced together at an 
aflembly, that in I.fs than a fortnight have been’ dtiven 
into matrimony in ‘their own defence,’ by haying» been 
firft paired in private converfations, ‘and afterwatds in 
the common news-papers. a: ; 


As we cannot infure happinefs to our friends, at the 


fame time that we help them to hufbands or wives, 
one would imagine that few would care to run the ha- 
zard 
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zard of beftowing mifery, where they meant a kindnefs. 
I.know a good-natured lady, who has officioufly brought 
upon. herfelf the ill-will and the curfes of many of her 
deareft and moft intimate friends on this very account. 
She has a fitter, for whom fhe provided a moft excellent 
hufband, who has fhewn his affection for her by {pend- 
ing her whole fortune upon his miftrefles; fhe con- 
trived, that another near relation fhould fhap, up a rich 
widow, who was arrefted for her debts «within a week 
after marriage; and it coft her a whole,twelvemonth to 
bring two doating lovers of her acquaintance. together, 
who- parted beds before the honey-moon, was expired. 


_ But if our friends will thus condefcend. ta be Match- 
makers from a {pirit of benevolence, and for ouriown ad- 
yantage only, there are others:who have taken up the pro- 
feflion from. lefs. difinterefted. motives ; who bring beauty 
and fortune to market, and traffick= imall the :accomplith- 
ments that can make the; marriage! ftate:happy.’ Thefe 
traders difpofe;of ; all forts of :rich: heirs and: heireffes, ba- 
ronets, lords, ladies of fafhion, and daughtersuof country 
{quires with as much coolnefs as drovers fell bullocks. 
They keep complete regifters/of' the condition’.and quali- 
fications of all the matriagéable perfons within the king+ 
dom); and it ig.as ¢onmimon: to! apply.!:torthem’ for ‘an 
hufband or wife, as to the regifter-offices fora man: or 
miaid-fervant.. They may; ifideéd, be oon fidered::as fae 
thers and guardians for the! greateft: part: of-our ‘youth:<of 
both fexes, fince in marriage. they may) ba mnt Properly 
faid to give them away. ©! i fis 
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It is fomething comical to confider the various perfons, 
to whom men of this profeffion are ufeful. We may 
naturally fuppofe, that a young fellow, who has no 
eftate, but what, like-Tinfel’s in the Drummer, is merely 
perfonal, would be glad tocome down handfomely after 
confummation with a woman of fortune; and a {mart 


girl, who has more charms than wealth, would give round 
poundage on being taken for better for worfe by a rich 
heir. Many a tradefman alfo wants a wife to manage 
his family, while he looks after the fhop; and thinks it 
better to recommend himfelf by this convenient friend, 
than by means of the Daily Advertifer. There are alfo 
feveral young people, who are indifferent as to any 
perion in particular, and have no paffion for the ftate 
itfelf, yet want to be married, becaufe it will deliver them 
from the reftraint of parents. But the moft unnatural, 
though very common applications of this fort are from 
the rich and the noble; who having immentfe eftates to 
beftow on their children, will make ufe of the meaneft 
inftruments to couple them to another of the fame over- 
grown fortune. 


I have known many droll accidents happen from the 
miftakes of thefe mercenary Match-makers, and remem- 
ber one in particular, which I fhall here fet down for 
the entertainment of my readers. A careful old gen- 
tleman came up from the North on purpofe to marry his 
fon, and was recommended by one of thefe couplers to 
a twenty thoufand pounder. He accordingly put on his 
beft wig, beft beaver, and gold-buttoned coat, and went 
to pay his refpects to the lady’s mamma: He told her, 

that 
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that he had not the pleafure of being known to her; 
but as his fon’s quiet depended on it, he had taken the 
liberty of waiting on her: in fhort, he at length broke 
the matter to her, and informed_her, that his boy had 
feen her daughter at church, and was violently in love 
with: her; concluding, that he would do very hand- 
fomely for the lad, and would make it worth her while 
to have him. The old lady thanked him for the ho- 
nour he intended her family; but fhe fuppofed, to be 
fure, as he appeared to be a prudent and fenfible gentle- 
tleman he would expect a fortune anfwerable. “ Say 
“ nothing of that, madam, fay nothing of that”, inter- 
rupted the Don; — “ I have heard—but if it was lefs, it 
“ fhould not break any fquares between. us.”’—“ Pray, 
« fir, how much does the world fay ?” replied the lady.— 
“ Why, madam, I fuppofe the has not lefs than twenty: 
“ thoufand pounds.”— ‘* Not fo much, fir ;” faid the old 
lady, very gravely. — ‘‘ Well, madam, I fuppofe then it 
“may be nineteen, or— or — only eighteen thoufand 
“ pounds”. — “ Not fo much, fir.” —“< Well, well, per- 
“ haps not: but—if it was only feventeen thoufand.”— 
“ No, fir.” — “ Or fixteen”.— “ No.” — “ Or (we muft 
“make allowances) perhaps but fifteen thoufand”.-» 
“¢ Not fo much, fir.’ — Here enfued a profound filence for 
near a\minute; when. the old gentleman, ' rubbing his 
fore-head — ** Well, madam, we muft.come to fome con- 
“ clufion— Pray is it lefs than fourteen thoufand? How 
“ much more is it than twelve thoufand?” — “ Lefs, 
“fir.” —— “ Lefs,, madam”? — ** Lefs.” —- ** But is it 
“more than ten thoufand?”— Not fo much, fir.” — 
“ Not fo much, madam?” — “ Not fo much.” —* Why, 
Vox, II. L. o- if: 
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« if it is lodged in the funds, confider, madam, intereft 
« is low, very low — but as the boy loves her, trifles fhall 
“ not partus. Has fhe got eight thoufand Pounds?” — 
“ Not fo much, fir.-—“ Why then, madam, perhaps 
‘the young lady’s fortune may not be above fix or 
“* five thoufand pounds.” ~“ NoTHING LIKE'IT;, 
“ s7R.” —At thefe words the old gentleman ftarted from 
his chair, and running out of the room — “ Your fervant, 
“ your fervant— my fon is.a fool; and the fellow who 
“ recommended me to you isa blockhead, and knows 
** nothing of bufinefs.” 


Fupt.is Publifed, 
In Two Neat Pocket Volumes, Price Six Shillings bound, 


The CONNOISSEUR revifed and correéted. 
With a new Tranflation of the Moftos and Quotations. ' 
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